Primary to Secondary – a Geographical Journey

Overview:
The tasks encourage pupils to explore the physical journey that they would take to travel from their primary school to Lawnswood. Pupils will begin to explore some of the key geographical concepts (maps, distance & direction) that they will learn about in Year 7 geography lessons. 

Task 1: 
Ask pupils to describe (either by writing or speaking) in as much detail as they can the route they would take to travel from their primary school to Lawnswood. Those who are unsure could instead be asked to describe a different journey (e.g. from their house to their primary school).

Task 2: 
Use the journey descriptions from task 1 as a stimulus to discuss what makes a good set of directions, then ask pupils to identify limitations of the following directions:
Go through the school gate and walk along the pavement. When you get to the red car cross the road and then go along the next road. When you get to the house with the white door turn and walk down the path to the field. Once you are in the field walk to the corner where all the sheep are and go through one of the gates. Then walk for exactly 4 minutes until you get to the lamppost. Turn left onto the road and walk halfway along it. Go along the path and then look out for the sign.

Task 3: 
Ask pupils to list the different modes of transport they could use to travel from their primary school to Lawnswood, and then hold a class discussion about the advantages and disadvantages of the different modes of transport. Areas to consider might include safety, time, weather, pollution, distance & cost.
Prompt questions:
· Why might you choose a different route or mode of transport depending on the time of day?
· Why might you choose a different route or mode of transport depending on the time of year?
· Why might you choose a different route or mode of transport depending on the weather?

Suggested extension activities:
· Use different maps (e.g. Google Maps & the different scale maps available at streetmap.co.uk, or printed maps if available) to explore the route between your school and Lawnswood. 
· Ask pupils to produce a sketch map of the route (or another route of their choice).  
· Identify ten landmarks on the route from your school to Lawnswood that would be helpful if you were giving someone directions (shop, church, phone box, fire station, etc.) and ask pupils to design a map symbol for each feature. 

Cross-curricular links:
· Literacy – all tasks include written or spoken elements.
· Numeracy – task 3 could be extended to include greater emphasis on numeracy, for example by calculating and comparing journey times, using bus timetables, and exploring different measures of distance. 
· Science – task 3 includes reference to pollution; it could evolve into a wider discussion of climate change & health. 
· Languages – pupils who speak another language could be challenged to provide instructions (as required by task 1) in a different language. 

Non-Lawnswood pupils:
The task can be done with a different ‘destination’ secondary school, or with a destination that is not a secondary school. 
