
Threshold concepts; the core idea that underpins each year of the curriculum.

1. Population change

2. Economic development; characteristics of HICs and LICs

3. Global governance

Intent

We encourage students to be curious about the world, understand current 

global concepts, and become proactive international citizens.

Hazards
- Structure of Earth
- Volcanoes
- Wildfire
- Differential impacts 
dependent on level of 
development

Geopolitics
- Power
- Trade; globalisation 
(y7)
- Conflict (y8)
- Antarctica

Russia
- Taiga (Cold 
environments)
- Population
- Race for the Arctic

Resources
- Oil
- Water
- Consumer culture 
(globalisation + 
Anthropocene)
- Uneven 
development (y8)

Middle East
- Unequal 
development (y8)
- Tourism (y8)
- Geopolitics
- Oil
- Conflict (y8)
- Migration (y7)

Year 9 – global governance



Hazards 

PINS

Teacher assessment 
of prior learning: 
Frayer’s model on 

Hazards

Peer-assessment:
Written task; Global 

distribution of 
volcanoes 

Self-assessment: 
Written task; 

Supervolcanoes

Teacher-assessment,
Written task; Will the 
impacts of wildfires 

increase in the future ?

Structure of 
the Earth

Factors affecting 
hazard risk 

Volcanoes; 
effects + why so 
many live near 

Super 
volcanoes

Threshold Concept
Global governance

Wildfires; causes, 
impacts and 
responses

Year 8 – Development 
Level of development 

Year 7 – Anthropocene 
Climate change

Key word spellings
- Tectonic
- Volcano
- Distribution



Geopolitics

Teacher assessment: 
End of unit test; 

Geopolitics

Teacher assessment 
of prior learning: 

What is geopolitics?

Peer-assessment: 
Written task; Will USA 

continue to be only 
superpower?

Self-assessment: 
Multiple choice 
quiz; Claims on 

Antarctica

The United Nations

Global trade 
e.g. Suez canal

The Chagos Islands

Threshold Concept:
Global governance

Year 8: Africa

Year 8: Conflict 
retrieval practise

Year 8: Development

Nuclear 
weapons

Year 7: India & China

Global commons; 
Antarctica

PINS

Key word spellings
- Geopolitics
- Antarctica
- Superpower
- Nuclear

Year 7: 
Globalisation



Russia  

PINS

Teacher assessment 
of prior learning: 
What do we know 

about Russia? 

Taiga and Tundra biome

Teacher-assessment
Written task; Should Russia be 

able to exploit the Arctic?

Physical 
features and 

climate 

Peer assessment:
Written task; Climate 

graph comparison

Self assessment: 
Written task; How does the 

physical landscape and 
climate affect where people 

live in Russia? 

Russia in the news: 
Crimea? Ukraine? Race for the 

Arctic

Year 9 -
Geopolitics

Threshold Concept:
Global governance

Year 9 -
Geopolitics

Year 8 - Africa

Key word spellings
- Taiga
- Tundra
- Arctic



Resources

Teacher-assessment,
End of unit test

PINS

Teacher assessment 
of prior learning: 

What are resources?

Self-assessment: 
Water use graph

Global water supply

Effects of 
water 

insecurity

Causes of water 
insecurity

Threshold Concept:
Global governance

Year 8: Africa

Year 8: Development

Management 
of water 

insecurity

Consumer 
culture; fast 

fashion

Year 7: Anthropocene

Peer-assessment: 
Infographic; managing 

water insecurity

Key word spellings
- Resource
- Supply
- Demand
- Insecurity



The Middle
East   

Teacher assessment 
of prior learning:

What is “The Middle 
East”?

Introduction to oil as a 
plentiful resource. 

Why is Yemen the poorest 
country? 

Physical features: 
mountains and rivers 

Climate: what problems 
does it create for the 

region? Water scarcity 

Diversifying from oil 
economy: Saudi Arabia 

Threshold Concept
Global governance

Qatar World Cup
Self assessment: 

Proportional symbol map

Peer assessment: 
Written task; why is Yemen 

the poorest country?

Key word spellings
- Resources
- Economic 

diversification

Year 9: 
Resources

Year 8: 
Development


